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Creating widespread awareness and
commitment for a just, democratic and
caring society in Pakistan, where
women and men are recognised as
equals, with the right to lead their lives
with self-respect and dignity.

Vision

Mission Statement
To create, facilitate and strengthen civil society groups and networks for
promoting trust and collaboration among citizens to mobilise public
pressure for women's empowerment in the country.

Commitment to women's cause
Caring and sharing
Space for discussion
Nurturing of colleagues
Friendly environment
Sense of belonging and ownership
Mutual trust and respect
Participatory decision-making, and
Encouragement of initiatives

Values and Culture

Main Goals
To enable women to
acquire greater access
to knowledge,
resources and
institutions;

To influence attitudes
and behaviour for a
social environment
responsive to women's
concerns and people-
centred issues;

To facilitate citizens'
active participation in
the process of social
change and
governance at all
levels.

As the experience of Aurat Foundation grew by time, it continued to contribute in creating and developing social
capital in the shape of local advocacy groups comprising both women and men and young volunteers from lower
socio-economic classes and excluded groups in the country, both literate and illiterate. In reaching out to local
communities at the grassroots level and decision-makers at the macro level,Aurat Foundation has implemented
several major and hundreds of small and medium-sized advocacy and action, capacity-building, information and
research-based programmes over the years. These included Information Network Centers, Advocacy and
Action, Legislative Watch and Raising Her Voice. Currently, it is implementing Gender Equity Program, Social
Mobilization-National Cash Transfer, AAWAZ Voice and Accountability, GBV Policy Advocacy and Capacity-
building Programme, LISTEN and AART among other small projects. It has also undertaken major local and
national campaigns to mobilize local groups for women's empowerment and democratic governance.
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Information

Capacity building

Advocacy

Grant-making

for women to build their capacity for
decision-making and action, and information about
women's issues and concerns to decision makers;

of citizens' groups, public
authorities and public representatives to support
women's participation in decision-making and their
activism, as well as to enhance their access to
opportunities and facilities at all levels;

for developing an enabling environment
for women's empowerment, social justice, peace and
democratic governance in Pakistan and

to NGOs, CBOs, policy think tanks,
academic research and training institutions,
professional associations and gender entities to
facilitate behavioral change in society by enabling
women to access information, resources and
institutions.
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Main Strategies

HomeNet South Asia,

South Asian Network of Gender Activists and Trainers (SANGAT),

International Women's Rights Action Watch - Asia Pacific (IWRAW-Asia-Pacific),

Women's Learning Partnership (WLP),

South Asian Network for Widows' Empowerment in Development (SANWED),

a Mauritius-based network which has chapters in all South Asian and Asia-Pacific
countries, working on issues and rights of home-based women workers;

a Nepal-based network with partners in all
South Asian countries, working on issues of gender and feminism;

a Malaysia-based
organisation with partners across the world, working on CEDAW follow-up mechanisms and capacity-building;

a Washington-based organisation with partners in 18 countries, mostly
Muslim-majority societies, working on gender equality, human rights and political participation of women;

a Nepal-based network,
working on the empowerment and rights of widows.

Regional and global partners
Aurat Foundation has linkages with the following major regional and global networks







We believe in:

Working for
women's
empowerment
& democratic
governance

Developing
social capital
for
sustainable
change 

Organization
and 
mobilization of
local
communities

Networking &
alliance-building
with
human rights
groups 

Promoting
volunteerism,
transparency
and
accountability

Strengthening
local
advocacy
and
actions

Promoting
women
leadership at
all
levels 

Building
capacities
of
grassroots
organizations 



We have reached out to and mobilized:

Ultra-poor families who are ranked below poverty line.
605,540

Poorest of the poor women in 12,450 village-based women committees
in 430 union councils.

249,000

Out-of-school children (44,225 boys and 61,446 girls of age 5-12) in contact for
their enrollment at school.

105,671

Community women networks through1,500 women leaders in 30 district-based groups.
75,000

3,251,420
Women & men through 134 CSOs under of GEP Pakistan Gender Coalition. Also with:

9 public sector universities for promotion of gender equality and behavioral change;
12 
6 

government and private shelter homes; and
help lines in major cities of Pakistan for survivors of violence against women and girls.

Marginalized women and men in 1,300 AAWAZ Village Forums. Also with:

39,000

13 
26
450
130
130
2 

AAWAZ District Forums in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with membership of over 400 activists;
 AAWAZ Tehsil Forums comprising 3,000 community leaders, women and men;

 AAWAZ Agahi Forums comprising about 800 women and men as members ;
 AAWAZ UC Forums with membership of 4,000 volunteers;
 AAWAZ Agahi Centers facilitating access to 400 women for socio-legal concerns on regular monthly basis;

provincial and one national AAWAZ Forum which connect lawyers, parliamentarians, representatives of
political parties and human rights organizations to be watchful and supportive of gender-based legislation. 

Social and political workers, lawyers, media personnel and human rights defenders in Citizens' 
Action Committees (CACs) in 73 districts of Pakistan with diverse membership of about 1,250
community-based organizations.

65,000
Women, men and youth in 2,600 Information Network Centers (INCs) for dissemination
of knowledge and information across Pakistan.



National campaign for the
recognition of women's work in
the Fifth National Census in
1998.

National campaigns for putting
women's rights issues on the
electoral agenda of the 1993,
1997, 2002 and 2008 General
Elections.

Campaigns for the repeal of
discriminatory laws, e.g. the
Hudood laws and 'honour'
crimes and ending violence
against women.

National campaign since
1990s for 33% reservation of
seats for women in
legislatures.

National campaigns for relief
and rehabilitation of survivors
of natural disasters during
earthquake 2005, IDPs crisis in
2009 and floods in 2010.

National campaign for the
rights of indigenous people in
Trade Related Intellectual
Property Rights in 1998.

National campaigns for CNICs
and voter registration of
women on regular basis.

Aurat Foundation has launched several advocacy and awareness-raising campaigns at the national level
over the years. Some of these include:

Citizens' campaigns for ensuring and maximising women's representation in local government elections
in 1998-99, 2000 and 2005, 2008 and 2013.

National campaigns for a peaceful and tolerant Pakistan.

Major National Campaigns



Increased awareness & sensitisation on women's rights issues

Wide-spread support against discriminatory laws and customary practices

National development plans and policies for women

Reservation of seats for women in legislatures

Formation of citizens' groups, networks and coalitions

Mainstreaming gender into laws and policies

Relationships with legal and media fraternity

Support to women public representatives & legislators

Formation and strengthening of National Commission on the Status of Women

Amendments in Muslim Family Laws Ordinance

Response to disaster situations, e.g earthquake 2005, floods 2010, IDPs crisis

Follow-up on Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women

Development of social capital in Pakistan

Relationships with political parties and legislators

Aurat Foundation's Contribution to Major Achievements
Aurat Foundation has contributed, over the years, to the following achievements and developments
in the interest of women and citizens of Pakistan:
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AURAT PUBLICATION AND INFORMATION SERVICE FOUNDATION
ISLAMABAD (Head Office):
LAHORE:
KARACHI:
PESHAWAR:
QUETTA:
GILGIT:

House # 16, Attaturk Avenue, (Old Embassy Road), G-6/4, Islamabad, Pakistan. Tel: 051-2831350-52, Fax: 051-2831349
House-35, G Block, Gullberg III, Near Firdous Market, Lahore 54000, Pakistan. Tel: 042-5858657-9, Fax: 042-35858653
D-3/1, Block-7, KDA Scheme 5, Clifton Karachi 75600, Pakistan. Tel: 021-35874718 - 5830195- 35830195, Fax : 021-35864885

House # 42/B, Sahibzada Abdul Qayyum Road, University Town, Peshawar 25000, Pakistan. Tel: 091-5704581-2, Fax: 091-5704576
House-17/A, Chaman Housing Scheme, Airport Road Quetta, Pakistan. Tel: 081-2821282, Fax: 081-2820957

Jan House # 2, TV Station Colony Near Public School & College Jutyal, Gilgit, Pakistan. Tel: 05811-903107

http://www.af.org.pk - Mail: PO Box No. 1105, Islamabad, Pakistan

Aurat Publication and Information Service
Foundation, established in 1986 under the
Societies Registration Act, 1860, is a
national, non-profit, non-governmental
organization committed to working for
women's empowerment and democratic
governance in Pakistan. It has its
headquarters in Islamabad, five regional
offices in Lahore, Karachi, Peshawar,
Quetta and Gilgit and 25 Field Offices with
over 700 employees. It is a major support
organization for civil society organizations,
federal, provincial and local governments
and political parties, besides other public
and private institutions.

Aurat Foundation acts as a catalyst to
enable critical groups to influence policy,
legislation and programmes for greater
economic and political power for women in
society. In advocacy on women's rights
issues, Aurat Foundation has strategized to
develop linkages with grassroots
organizations and macro-level
decision-makers. A mutually collaborative
relationship has also been developed with
various departments and organs of the
Government of Pakistan.


